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he saw many of these in the desert, but they were very much
smaller than he had been led to expect. On his return to
his native town of Carinola, to his great grief, he found
that his wife had died and that her death had been hastened
by her growing fears and anxiety for his safety. On the
whole, his diary contains no deliberate exhortation for the
crusade. His pilgrimage was an act of pure devotion.1
English pilgrims, too, were quite numerous, although
the written accounts of their journeys are meagre and
compare rather badly with those by men of other nations
during the period under review. One explanation may be
that travel was a more usual matter in England whose
medieval empire covered most of the British Isles and vast
territories in France. Multitudes of Englishmen were
continually crossing the sea either to Ireland, Flanders or
Gascony in the same manner as the Italian merchants and
mariners sailed to and fro across the Mediterranean in
search of goods and markets; if we overlook the activities
of the clergy and the limited class of secular explorers such
as Marco Polo 2 and great theorists such as Marino Sanudo,3
we can find very few written accounts of pilgrimages by
the Italian sailors and business men who paid frequent
visits to other countries. The same seems to apply to the
English men of action. They devoted little time to the
art of writing; and when they did so, their accounts were
curt and business-like. A notable example of this may
be found in Thomas Brigg's Itinerarium in Terram Sanctam
Domini Thomae de Swynburne.* Little can be said about
Brigg beyond the conjecture that he was either a squire
or a chaplain attached to the train of Thomas Swin-
burne on his pilgrimage to the Holy Land.6 Thomas
1 Liber, 668, concludes with the following naive verses which explain the
author's sole motive:
*Finito scripto isto,
Sit laus et gloria Christo,
Qui scripsit hoc opus
In paradiso reservetur locus.'
2 vide infra. Cap. X.                      * vide supra, Cap. VI.
4 Ed. comte Riant, in AOL, II, Documents, 380-8; Rahricht, op. cit,
94.
6 Riant, 378.